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Introduction to Computer Science I

Mini-Intro to JavaDoc
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About JavaDoc...

• If you use the right notation, Java can 
automatically create HTML-based documentation

• This is possible for all „visible“ elements:

– Classes

– Constants

– Class and objekt attributes

– Methods

• Basic Notation: place a comment in the following 
notation before the element to be documented

/**

 * Comment text

 */
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Special Documentation Tags

• There are many special tags

– They will always start with „@“

• They belong in their own line of the comment

– do not forget the „*“ at the start of the comment line !

• @param x text

– Provides explanation „text“ for parameter „x“

• @return text

– Documents the result of this method

– Only useful if the method is not declared as void!

• @author text

– Author statement, often as „Name <email>“
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• @throws type text

– This method can throw an Exception  ("  T18); document 
the type and the „why and when“ for this

• @version double

– Provides the version number

• @since text

– States since when this method etc. exists

– In the JDK, you will often see „1.5“: since Java 1.5/5.0

• @see Reference

– Cross-reference to other elements

– Method in other class: @see packageName.Class#Method

– Methods with parameters: State only the type(s)

• E.g., as m(int, String, double)
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/**

 * This method will sort the array passed in, thus

 * changing its elements. 

 * Uses quicksort(array, 0, array.length-1) for sorting.

 *

 * @param array the array to be sorted

 * @throws IllegalArgumentException if the array is null

 * @author Guido Roessling roessling@acm.org

 * @version 0.2

 * @see #quicksort(array, int, int)

 */

public void quicksort(int[] array) { /* … */ }
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Much more can be found e.g. at 

http://java.sun.com/j2se/1.5.0/docs/tooldocs/
windows/javadoc.html

(Or simply google for „JavaDoc“ ! )
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